Chapter XVII

SEPTEMBER   20    (TUESDAY)

AGAIN a bright day, brighter than the day before, more sunny, yet
cool, with the bluest of skies, unflecked by the least shadow of a
cloud. It was good to watch such a pure and cheerful sky, for the
earth in Prague was gathering gloom and with the passing of the
hours the gloom was deepening.

The censorship was rigid 1 The Czech newspapers carried only
vague reports of the Anglo-French proposal. But foreign journalists
knew that the English and the French had long decided to settle
the conflict by offering Hitler, not a plebiscite but a surrender of
the Sudeten lands, the territories in which more than fifty per cent,
of the people spoke the German language.

In Paris, Monsieur Bonnet, the French Foreign Minister, had
sent for Q$usky and broken the news to him* Osusky is a Slovak
and therefore, perhaps, less hardened to emotional shock than a
Czech might be. Never in his wildest dreams had he imagined that
such a solution, involving the sacrifice of his country's independence,
would be engineered by his country's friends- And to think of it,
even by France, the foreign country most adored in Czechoslovakia.
Every college student dreamed of the day when he could visit Paris,
if only for a short time, and see with his own eyes the wonders and
the glories of the French Republic. The art of France, its literature,
oratory, history, its battles for the emancipation of the human
personality, had inspired the Czechoslovak youth with a faith and
a love for France which were only second to its faith and love for its
own fatherland. Indeed, their fatherland had become what it was
because ages ago valiant Frenchmen had gladly given their lives
for the enthronement of certain conceptions of human individuality
and human liberty. France was not a country but an ideal and an
inspiration. And now this once heroic, freeminded and noble
France, together with England, had decided to leave Czechoslovakia
and its people to the mercy of the one man who had gone on record
as demanding the destruction of its independence.
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